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[image: image1.jpg]LAY A BASIC EGG

Set Up Your Document e New Document.
1 Open a new document in lllustrator. Set the Artboard Name: [EasterEgg =3
Size to 6 inches by 6 inches and click OK. (If the units of
your Artboard appear in anything but inches, choose Units & Color Mode Artboard Size
Undo from the Preferences submenu of the Edit menu. In the ® OMYK Color Width:
dialog box that appears, select inches for General Units.) O RGB Color: Helght:

Set the size of your Artboard in this dialog box.





[image: image2.jpg]Create the Basic
Shape
Select the ellipse tool (the oval)

from lllustrator’s toolbox and draw an oval
shape like the one shown here. If you
don’t already see the Swatches palette,
choose Show Swatches from the Window
menu. To select a fill color for your
burgeoning egg, drag swatches from the
Swatches palette to the box that appears
next to the words Fill Color in the
Appearance palette (we chose a lovely
mint green). Set the stroke color (the color
that fills the oval) to None by dragging the
swatch with a red line across it to the box
next to the words Stroke Color. Choose the
rotate tool (the dotted circle with an
arrowhead at the top), then rotate the oval
to approximate the angle shown here.

Time to ovalate.
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[image: image3.jpg]The oval isn’t quite egg shaped yet. To accomplish

that, click somewhere away from the oval to deselect
it, then choose the direct selection tool (the white arrow) from
the toolbox and drag over the top portion of the oval. You
should now see the shape as a series of points with Bézier
(curve) handles. Drag the left and right Bézier handles slightly
inward and the top anchor point slightly upward to taper and
elongate the shape.

3 Make Your Egg More Egglike

The basic shape of an Easter egg
is simply a slightly tweaked oval.





[image: image4.jpg]ADD DIMENSION: LET THERE BE LIGHT

Create a Gradient
To begin creating a 3D object, we’ll add a gradient

to our egg object. Ifyou don’t already see the
Gradient palette, choose Show Gradient from the Window
menu, then click the Gradient button at the bottom of the
toolbox. Don’t worry if your egg loses color—just drag the
fill color from the Swatches palette onto the right-most
square below the gradient bar. Then select the white
swatch from the Swatches palette and drag it to the
left-most square below the gradient bar. In the Gradient
palette, change the gradient type to Radial (if you don’t
see this option, click the black triangle at the top-right
comer of the Gradient palette and choose Show Options).
To create a more sophisticated gradient, add an
intermediate color. In the Swatches palette, choose a
slightly lighter color than your fill color. Drag the color
swatch to the gradient bar to create a third square.
Getting the gradient just right will take some trial and
error, so make sure to save your work at this point.

Gradients create the illusion of light.
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[image: image5.jpg]Adjust the Gradient
5 Next, we’ll move the center of the gradient to

create the illusion that a light source from the top
left is bouncing off the surface of the 3D egg. First select
the egg with the selection tool, then select the gradient
tool (this one’s obvious—it looks like a gradient) from the
toolbox. Click outside the egg in the top left quadrant
(around 10 0’clock). This action moves the center of the
gradient to the top left of the object. You'll probably have
to click a few times to get it right. Next you’ll want to slide
the squares along the gradient bar to adjust the colors in
relation to each other. The edge near the border of the
egg should appear almost completely white,
approximating the effect of bright sunlight hitting the
surface. From there, gradually darken the color to your
darkest hue. Again, this will take a few tries. When you’re
done, your image should look something like the one
shown here.

Proper use of light creates a 3D effect.
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[image: image6.jpg]ADD DIMENSION: LET THERE BE STRIPES

Drawing a Basic Easter Egg Stripe

Now we’ll begin the process of creating decorative

curved stripes. Select the rectangle tool from the
toolbar and draw a thin rectangle next to your egg. From the
Swatches palette, drag a color swatch (we chose purple) onto
the rectangle to add a fill color. Using the selection tool, drag.
the rectangle onto the egg. Double-click the rotate tool to bring
up the Rotate dialog box and enter 35 degrees (this should
approximate the egg’s slant) into the Angle field. You can also
manually rotate the rectangle with the mouse. Select the egg
and drag the side handles inward so the rectangle has
approximately the same width as the egg.

Chillax!" You're halfway to a
striped Easter egg.

Move and rotate your
rectangle onto the egg.




[image: image7.jpg]Our task now is to use the rectangle (from step 6) to create a set of curved

Easter egg stripes with the stripes at the end of the egg slightly more
curved than the ones in the middle. These stripes will emphasize the egg’s near-
ellipsoidal shape. Select the rectangle with the direct selection tool (the one on the
right). Next, hold down the pen tool until the row of hidden tools appears. At the
end of the row, select the convert anchor point tool, which looks like an inverted V.
This tool will transform the rectangle’s straight edges to curves with independent
direction points. Grab a comer point with the anchor tool and drag slightly outward
away from the egg (not so far that you destroy the rectangle) to show the points’
direction lines.

7 Add Direction Lines to Shape the Stripe

» Use the anchor tool o
convert the rectangle
corners into smooth points.




[image: image8.jpg]Curve the Stripes
8 With the convert anchor

point still selected, drag
the bottom direction point back
onto the rectangle to maintain a
straight side. Next, grab the top
direction line and drag it toward the
middle of the egg to create a curve.

. Repeat this process on the

rectangle’s lower left comer. As you
work, save constantly—this will
take some trial and error.

Line up the bottom direction line Adjust the top direction line to One stripe down and
against the rectangle’s edge to create a slight arc along the five to go.
maintain the straight line. 1op of the rectangle.




[image: image9.jpg]Create Multiple Stripes

Now we’re going to create a few more stripes, the stripes around the egg’s edges will

arc much more than the ones closer to the center. They will also be a bit smaller. Select
the first stripe with the selection tool. From the Edit menu, select Copy, Paste to create a
duplicate stripe. Position the cursor over the new rectangle’s diamond-shaped handles to
resize the stripe so it fits in the smaller area of the egg above the first stripe. Repeat this
process to form an even smaller third strip until you have an image that looks like the one
shown here. To create a symmetrical set of stripes to fill out the bottom half of the egg, Shift-
select the three stripes you just created. Go to the Object menu and choose Group. Copy and
Paste this newly created group, leaving it selected. Double-click the rotate tool to rotate the
group 180 degrees for the rotation angle. This flips the stripes so you can now position them on
the lower half of the egg .

Use Copy, Group, and Rotate to create the second group of stripes.





[image: image10.jpg]FINAL TOUCHES FOR THOSE WHO
BELIEVE IN EGG-CELLENCE

More Dots and Lines
By now, you've created a basic Easter egg—but if you're like
us, you'll find it far too plain-vanilla. We added some yellow

polka dots by choosing a pale yellow color from the Swatches palette, then
clicking the ellipse tool in the toolbox. Holding down the Shift key, we drew a
very tiny circle. We then copied, pasted, and positioned the dots over all the

purple stripes.

Dots mark the spot.





[image: image11.jpg]Brushes,
1 1 Swatches, and
Styles—Oh My!

An easy way to create additional
pattems foryour egg is to dress up

- simple lines with the patterns in
lllustrator’s Brushes and Styles
palettes, which are grouped with the
familiar Swatches palette. First create
aseries of six arced lines similar to the
rectangles you created in step 7—
drawing the middle two lines fairly
straight and the outer four smaller and
more curved. Do this by selecting the
pen tool, clicking once at one edge of
the egg, then move the mouse to the
opposite side of the egg, and click and
drag to create a curved direction line.
You can then adjust the direction line
to create your desired curvature.
Choose a stroke color and width,
leaving the fill color blank. Copy,
paste, and resize this line per the
instructions in step 7.

Now you can have some fun. Click
the Brushes palette and select from
the range of available patterns. If
these don’t float your boat, go to the
Window menu and try additional
designs from the Brush Libraries fly-
out menu. Be careful—you can easily
overreach yourself in this department. yoy gan add style to a simple line with
We tried some bees from the Animal Illustrator’s Brushes and Styles palettes.
Sample brushes. Slightly grossed out,
we reverted to a simple, pale blue 6-
point flat brush.

Now that you've created
the lines, you might
want fo give them style.

To start with, lay out
an additional series

of arced fines.

Bees on eggs?
Too much style!




[image: image12.jpg]Congratulations—you’ve created an egg. To give it

just a little more polish, select all the elements of
your egg with Command-A. Choose Outer Glow from the Stylize fly-
outbox in the Effects menu. In the ensuing dialog box, change
Mode to Soft Light and click OK. A yellow glow will soften your egg,
taking the harshness out of edges. Save your file and export it into
the file format (TIFF, JPEG, or whatever) you need.

1 Polishing and Exporting Your Egg

Ms. Cottontail would love
these soft, glowing eggs.
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